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Editor*s MNote

Britishk blilitary Band Orchesiraizon

I the 1620’s the srandard fnstramentaticn of the British Military B*mc? % *L‘QHHL
1 Flute (doubling Piccolo), 1 Oboe, 1 Eb Clarinet, Z Solo Bb ¢ 13:@:1:1-&115 1 RLPT&F{}};
{“lariner, 2 2" Bb Clarinets, 2 3" Bh Clarinets, 1 Bassoon, 't Fh Alto %aﬂ 131:: H Li“l{}i
Sax, 2 F [iorns, 2 Sole/17 Cormets, 1 7 Cornet, 17 and 2™ Tenor Tt
Trombone, E@phaﬁmh, 1 Bb Bass, 1 Bb Bass, | Drams and Pa 1881010,

Before this there were minor variations to nuittary mstLume tation. IfﬁL«t s ["1rst Sudte
(1909) is scoted for two Eb Clarinets for instance. ‘%pj_lt c:éf __1.’1%{'_.{1‘11‘?1'} bv Percy Ietcher
(1909) has original parts for brass baritene as well as baritche ﬁﬂxﬁ@%mﬂe

Holst scored ‘Fugue 2 La Gigue’ for standard Military Band but with two obocs.
Thete were no optional parts for Trumpets or Sieing Bass and no percussion. In
¢his published scote the editor has added pasis for 2™ Flute, Bass Clatinet, 2"

Aldro Saxﬂphunf: and Baritone Saxﬂphnﬂe,,, these arg m : ;i:ﬁmaﬁlcf* stave EREE on the

with full modermn Concert Bﬂmi

The Military Band Sound

[« 13 not so rmuach the instrumentation ‘%hﬁ,t mcmtm‘ bt the composes s conception
which made the British Mikitary Bﬂl‘*ﬁiiﬁﬁuﬂ..} 50 diffﬂ“ﬂ:ﬁ't to today’s Concert Band. The
body of sound — the cote of the Band" Uy Pff‘dlls._ ed by the clarinets: they are treated as
the equivalent of violins and v!m'lﬂhz?gi - ?3_:_*i‘he orélisstra. Much of the writing is above the
break. The back desks of clarinets ard reduired to haw the same range ::md technigue as

selo players. There is unison writing for the secticn. The Tib Clarinet provides a top
range sadly missing 2s the inStfiment is L!m}m found in roday’s Concert Band. Why not
reat 1t 28 a ‘double’ by a ﬁb Liaﬂﬂﬁéplaﬁ:_;_- and re-instate that important colous?

Jiabeis nearly always scored on leger hines where
are of the Band. At the same time, the alto and tenor saxophones
are treated as melodic Hatfiients rather than mosty adding weight to the middle of the

band with the 111{_3‘:.*"‘*"-5"

[astly, the ratio {}“F 'ﬁrcadﬁqnu tﬂ thrass favours the former. There are orily three Cornets
agatnst elght Clai ‘{ﬁﬂr ai balance,

‘4 ﬂﬂtt'*':?“'éi

Michael Brond - Editor
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