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SYMPHONY AD 78

(Gordon Jacob
Edited by Troy Peterson and Geoffrey Brand

i Maestoso - Allegro Risoluto
Largo
if] Allegro ma non troppo

With this Symphony Gordon Jacob proclaims his absoliite: astf_,ry ol idiom and
instrumentation with a triumphant rejoicing. Written in 1978 as a contiiission [rom Arthur
Doyle (hence the 'AD" in the title, a typical piece of Jacob wit), it ly.virtuatly unplayed save
for the efforts of his Eslate, Troy Peterson and Geoffrey Brand and CHDNA (College Band
Directors Association, USA), who between them ensurf:dﬁkziﬁ':?}:at il was pr@fgﬁsinnally recorded
in 1994 and published in 1995.
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There is little point in indulging in semantics as to whether the'piece is a Symphony. It is
Jacob's approach to his tuneful, folk-based material which is symphonic: weighty in exposition
and development, sonorous and expressive in the slow movement, with a scherzo-like last
moavement and a giocoso coda. ; |

After a brilliant opening fanfare, the quick triple-metéi:first theme (Allegro Risoluto) is
introduced on elarincts, punctuated with brass. It is soon followed by a contrasting melody
for saxophone. In all this material the interéal 654t ig praminent, and throughout the work
the 4th and the 7th are important. Pﬂfhﬂpqit,ls th&frequefnt use of the 7th which gives a

.....

feeling of restlessness without resolution which pervades this movement as the themes are
dissecicd and developed. “

.....

The second movement follows direcily 3flq::g;}f;_:'éfzﬁﬁ:":_‘_'_f._:s}ibridg{:. Still the melody outlines the 7th

and the ear 1s not satisficd until the ilBand (thhﬂrgan), comes o 1est in Bb major. This

pomnt of repose and the magic p:dnlsmmnwhlchf@]lnwa shortly afier when the slow theme

..........

is re-stated, are the apex of the Sgmphony's'@insiruction.

Soon however we are transported, via a fanfam inlo a helter-skelter 9/8 romp: rustic, English
and almost vulgar, this themg s thrown around the group before exploding into a boisterous
2/4 coda. Exie
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