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Al the age of 13, César Franck {1822-18%)) tmvelled from his native: Hmlgmm ~fﬂ= Et' ¥ gan and
composition at the Paris Conservatoire. He remained in Paris for the resi of iy hﬁ&rt~ working a8 a church
organist and teaching prano and organ. In 1872, at the age of 51, he was named pr "_N_'ﬂsszlr of organ at the
Conservaloire. The same year e composed his popular Panis Angelicus, and 85:@.qesull hﬂﬂamﬁ more widely
knowt as a composer. Duning the last eleven years of his life he Wi‘ﬂfﬁ ANOSTEOF: hiﬁ major “compositions
including the Symphonic Variations, the Vielin Sonata, and the Symphangm D Minor. . __tija__ time when French
music was often light in characier, his was serjous and profound. R

Franck's final and culminating compositional achievement was thﬂ Three {Thﬂrafs‘ fi?l"' Chrgan, The
completed manuscript was at his Haogertips as the priest amv-::d 10 admmiﬂﬁﬂ I:ﬂ;ﬁ% l‘liﬂ 3

The Three Chorals ure organized in variation form. They are not as bricf as I.h-::. church chorals of Bach,
bul rather, extended symphonic compositions. Albert Schweitzer has commented "that the chorale in modern
French organ literature means simply a fantasy on a formal, moble theme.” The CGrgan Choral No.2 fits
Schweitzer's description. The music containg references tg. the D Minor Symphony, Heroic Plece for Organ,

and the Violin Sorata, as well as sctiings of the Christ mt}twaﬁf_'_ J_aj:.ﬂck' s The Bgﬁ#ﬂudes {bar 115 and bar 274).

The 2nd Choral opens wilh a chaconne- st}rlﬂ bass theme. The mﬁﬂ}_; ';'E?@assﬂs successively through bass
and treble voices leading to & lyrical second subject (bar 63). This new theme develops through a series of
interspersed interludes armving at a- grand, wrtuﬂmt? Eﬁﬂﬂﬂa {hm: 12?;} -The chaconne variations resume,
continung o unfold until the Ot and second themﬂﬁ are cumh&nﬂd {’bar i95). More intense and complex
variants lead 10 a powerful final stalement of the opening’ ﬂ!ﬂmﬂ'-f{bdr 259y, The music concludes with a tender
and poignant coda bascd on the "Chtist motive™. S

Graigger’s setting of the (‘me.i' No2 ’Hﬁs ffst perfﬂnm:ﬂ-;by the Interlochen Band on July 12, 1942,
Grainger conducted. Tl is intercsting to nmri ﬂlal five. ﬁam ;ﬂ_lar at interlochen, Grainger had conducted the

Ist Fran{;k Grgﬂn Cﬁﬂrﬂf in a band an‘angcrﬁi‘;m by hﬂfriﬂnd k Leopold. Izopold's arrangement may have

the New York City area. They chose Splrn'lgf‘i'f:'iﬂ'i MLSE{JUII,. presumed safe from cnemy air and naval attacks.
it is net hard to imagine thal he wanted his Stud'ﬁms io share Frenck's healing message of love, hope,
mafﬁnnatmn and pca{:ﬂ. The Imﬁﬂnchen program i;fmi'ﬂr for the premier features Grainger's picture with the

With o giganfic. -IH!EUF{:f ;t?rﬁjfﬂtfd far bevond our petty problems
but with wuie {Iﬂﬂ' sympmherm Hﬂd‘&mmﬂdmg




The modern band reperioire has been deseribed as weuk where the symphony orchestra is stmﬁg‘,‘f‘_: 19ih
century romantic masic and French musie. Grainger's Franck, with its intensely romantic chromaticism; gwm
the band a profound late romantic masierpiece. Although one does not normaily associate Grainger with Frépich
riusic, it should be noted that Franck, Ravel and Debussy were among his pianistic specialtics,. Gr&ingﬁr T

for a time in France, where he cared for, and was influenced by, the impressionistic Eaghsh composer

Fredorick Delius,

Grainger's passionatcly humanistic setting is uniquely suited ta the Tesources of the mgdern concert hand;:
He did not want the band to sound like gn organ. Insiead, he created a rich, voice-like ﬂﬁﬁﬂfﬂa‘y similar {0 tﬁﬁ;:-'
orchesiral timbre of the D Minor Symphony. It is by lar the most ambitious scoring of h1s "Chﬂﬂﬁn E&m" qr::rim
{arrangements of the music of ether composers). i :

Grainger's Franck gives us the best of two greal musical miads, This same thought may h&nrﬂ ceurred
to Grainger. Noie the (ollowing tongue-m-cheek letter from & younger Ferey (o s Lﬂif*ifﬁ&ﬁﬁ Kt Hollon
of Feb. 27 1911; i

"At the moment I am praciising C. Franck's Symphonic Variations. ?.&r} m‘-:: q#ft:& afsolutely
charming, biissfud to occupy onesell with, so fresh omd clear and I'w&{;s T delicately sad
Music teems with geniuses, and isn'’t it amusing and comforting us we.ﬁ to know .i!.fm: " nf:se{f Is also
one " g

.....

parts phrasc by ];'}h]'&hﬂ, wcrrkmg on the paris simultancously, His ﬂnly wnt‘tﬂﬂ ﬂ?ﬁ:ran-.:c Wﬂ$ an .;mnuldlc:d copy
of Franck's published organ version. {}mtc a fcat consideri ng the mmplmﬁﬂ‘;ﬁ uf SRR hars of muq;r., .mal

more suitable for band intonation. The key is also is ideal for the w-::u:-:.lwind and saxuphﬂnc clmjrr:, the low
register of the opening lubas, and the high trumpets of he climax.

Mﬂrk Rngera has credted thr, f1r=.t tull score for Gramgafﬁ dnangemam Ragcm Cﬂﬂlgl‘ﬂph}' beauul‘ ull:-,f

of band orchestration.

Performance suggeslions:

Phrasing. The opening theme s mcant to be an E:lght bar'phrasc aﬂhnugh thf: sturs are broken every four hars,
as a bm.ithmg mnvemence Hnwt':vﬁr, lhc {:nd of the Fourtir hﬁ\n tht: brﬁalh a¢t must Create a sense of continuing

.\....

the theme, so the: entire sixteen bars will ﬁtﬂhﬂ as 4 umﬁtd s'fainmnnt Each eight bar segment shcruld have &
icd pltmﬁs which hegm tha npcnmg theme must always

natural rise and fafl, “hatrpin® dynamic. The: ﬁarﬂt_
be performed with forward momentum, each mwhéa
slighily greater volume,

e
.,\;:_':-\.
o

A shightly louder dynamic may [agilitate aﬂcunty of p;ﬁch and slurs.

Instrumentstion. The soprano saxnpht}nﬁhaa a myjorsolo voice. Ttis indispensable to successtul performances
of this setting. If nefther bass sexophone or “dtuhlEibassoon are availabie, one or more contrabass clarincts may
be substituted for the bass s,:'_"'j?_"""'\f'nt}hﬂ?t They should be seated in or ncar the saxophone section, funct:nmng as

a bass for the saxnphunﬂs ﬁﬂt for thﬂ" 1an11ﬂ£&h__ﬁ_:;"

Markings. Tri_m{}fﬂﬂdt} hﬁl&lte& fairly quick, and narrew vibraio.
Accidentals. Snmn___f_}_%gciclcntai

igh en changed in (his edition to improve reading infelligibility for the
pr:rfﬂnncrs._

Recording. Kc;ih En{m 1135 rt:cnr:.f:ﬂ Gramgm‘s sciting of the Franck Grgan Choral No.2 with the Michigan
Slale University; Wmd_Symphﬂny 1E£ a recording titled "To The Fore! Percy Grainger's Great Symphonic Band
Music" Delos DE 310 A
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Although the manuscript materials for the Chosen Gems are nearly 50 years old, Grain ‘conception of

scores in C has baffled editors wishing to convert the music to conventional full scores. The"
Bnun anrl Michael Brand has yielded a layout which cnnfnnns with Grmnger § 1ciea1 ﬁf& Seoredn

s unique

tone strand principles.







