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A DOWNLAND SUITE

I Prelude - Allegro energico
I1 Elegy - Lento espressivo
III Minuet - Allegro grazioso
IV Rondo - Poco Allegro

........
UL

"A Downland Suite" is one of a pair of works Ireland Wl'{}ti for. brass band
(the other being "Comedy Overture") in the 1930°s”  Both were
commissioned by the National Brass Band Champmnshlps of Great
Britain, and this piece was completed in 1952 Ra}r Steadman-Allen’s
skilful arrangement was published in 1985.

..........

Interestingly, the cmmpas&r himself 'freely a i-pted’ thﬂ Elegy and Minuet
for String Orchestra and the adaptation of the: etiter movements for
strings was undertaken some years later by Geoffrey Bush, one of
Ireland’s many eminent composer pllpllS*
““““““““ lmg itself in the loose
’sonata form’ of the Prelude, the smng-llke El{a: , the Minuet with formal
repeats and full Trio, and a last :mevement Wthh utilizes the Rondo
framework of a recurring theme reappeanng in different keys. But within
this classical form are unsettlmg Elﬁl‘m‘l‘;ﬁiﬁ

The tonal relationships betweﬁn m;::;;_:__;a_\__-;;;m&nts of the suite becomes more
;;j ‘he first mmv&ment is in C Mmﬂr the

......

the last opens in G Minor and ends w:th blazing fanfares in G Major, a
long way from the sombre mﬁﬁd 0f the opening.

phrase opens, but Irﬁlarid mirrﬂrs it with a 9-bar phrase' In fact

throughout the work
extended, and stm_g}jj-:*

”g:._%,;f{':e musm reaches over bar-lines, phrases are

Tight thematic umty betwﬁen movements gives the work its cohesion.
The Elegy melody pmwdes the kernel and the rising fourth interval is
seminal. Irela_iﬂ gives us:our clue by repeating the Elegy theme in the
last movemerit. :In fact the opening Rondo theme is virtually the Eiegy

(but p laYEd fQur T'}':_‘;.J’E?S as fast) and the Minuet is the Elegy theme in
nversion. 4+

l.—%

The mtenfﬂi Qf the fourth (sometimes manifested as a falling fifth) is
emphasised thriugh()ut the first movement. Add to this the octave leaps,
the pillars around which the *Prelude’ is constructed, which find their way
into the Rondo as the opening accompaniment, and the mature
composer’s high art of achieving unity within diversity of structure and
style is revealed.
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OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE AT ADVANCED LEVEL

BARN DANCE AND COWBOY HYMN
B.B. & C.F. (March)

Philip Sparke
Ord Hume, arr. D Walker

BLOW THE MAN DOWN Gordon Jacob
COMEDY OVERTURE John Ireland,

arr. Ray %eadman—ﬁﬂen
CONCERTO FOR TIMPANI AND BAND Gordon Jacob:

DOWNILAND SUITE (A) John Ireland,
arr. Ray Stcadman—MIen
Jﬂhﬂ ire Iﬂﬂd _.::;:;;;;"::'_eéf;"

arr. Ge::}ffrey Ei‘au_ d_ |

EPIC MARCH

FANTASIA ON AN ENGLISH FOLK SONG
(Dashing Away with a Smoothing Iron)
FUGAL CONCERTO, A

(Flute, Oboe, and small Wind Band)
GALLOPING MAJOR (The)

Gnrdmn Jacc}h

Hmls:t.;;.a :l-rﬁ'.::Ge::rﬂ'reY Brand

Arans.:Ray Stedgdman-Allen
£ “Paul Hart:
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JOURNEY AND CELEBRATION
MARITIME OVERTURE (A)
MEFHISTOPHELES (March)
MOORSIDE SUITE (A)
OXFORD SCHERZO

H '\. :::::

"*-f-*-;HI;xtlsh ﬂ"f D anht
Bryan Kelly

RESURGAM Eric Ball, arr. Geoffrey Brand
SINFONIETTA Derek Bourgeois
SINFONIETTA Stuidrt Johnson

SONGS OF THE WEST
STAFFORDSHIRE FESTIVAL OVERTURE (A)
STRAWBERRY FAIR -

SUITE IN Bb

"8, Helst, mh nj:mes e
“iSteart Johnson
L ﬂdelthnal - Rﬂbeﬂ Fﬂmﬂﬂ
'-:=';:i‘~5-?~?l:§:5'G{}1'dﬂﬂ J aﬂﬂb

SYMPHONY AD 78 Gordon Jacob
SYMPHONY OF WINDS Derek Bourgeois
Gareth Wood

TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA (Overturﬁ:}

TROMBONE CONCERTO Derek Bourgeois

TEIIERLL

ALEXANDRA PALACE Gordon Jacob
CARTOON & i Paul Hart

DAWN FLIGHT Philip Wilby
FETE GALANTE Joseph Horovitz
NEW HORIZONS (Trumpe Gordon Langford

ROYAL TOURNAM EN

Derek Bourgeois
Gordon Jacob
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CHORAL NO. 2 FQR iRGAN
(Chosen Gems _fc:r Wﬁ’iﬂds NO. 3) Cesar Franck, arr. Grainger
O MENSCH: BEWEIN D‘Fﬂﬁu SUNDE GROSS

(Chosen Crems f{}f Winds No. 1)
PRFLUDE IN THE DORIAN MODE
(Chosen Genis:for Winds No. 2)
TUSCAN SERENADE.,

(Euphonium Featu re)

Bach/Grainger, ed Brion/Brand
de Cabezon, arr. Grainger

Faure, arr. Percy Grainger

George' Basmw arr. Gordon Jacob,

ROYAL TOURNAMENT SERIES



A DOWNLAND SUITE

FULL SCORE
PICCOLO
1ST FLUTE
2ND FLUTE
1ST OBOE
2ZND OBOE*

Eb CLARINET#

1ST F HORN
ZND F HORN
3RD F HORN
4TH F HORN
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ZND Bp CLARINET
3RD Bb CLARINET
Eb ALTO CLARINET*

Bb BASS CLARINET

1ST BASSOON
ZND BASSOON*
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All sets sold outs:de: US@ gmﬁi Canada include transposed parts for Eb
Horns, Bb Tmmbaﬂ&& r"-'fff'f-f‘EBI::- Bass 4.
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